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The Islamic and Non - Islamic Perspectives of Control On
Public Administration: A comparative Perspective

Naim Nusair
Assistant Professor, Faculty of Administrative Sciences and Economics,
Qatar University, Doha, Qatar.

Abstract. This paper aims at explaining the concept of control in the Islamic Administration and compar-
ing it with its contemporary counterpart. The Study reveals that the Isiamic pattern of control is charac-
terized by the comprehensiveness and multiplicity of its methods. It is mainly protective because it de-
pends on religious restraints projected from Islamic principles. Self-control is the ultimate and essential
control on bureaucracy, It is cheap, reliable, and operates before the grievances rather than merely cor-
recting them afterward. The Islamic state exercises executive control over the performance of administra-
tion through specialized institutions such as The Muhtasib {Disciplinary Norms Supervisor) who is respon-
sible for the maintenance of religious and moral precepts of Islam; Diwanu'l-Azimmah (The Audit and
Account Bureau) which is concerned with audit and accounts and was an effective means of improving ad-
ministration; and Diwan El-Saltanah which has the duties of civil service department. Popular controf was
exercised by social groups that represent public opinion. Finaly, the Islamic pattern of judiciary control is
distinguished from other contemporary systems by a number of features such as its independence, flexibil-
ity, speed of proceedings, and saving in expenses of acquiring lawyers.



